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Letters from Dr. G. M. G. Stafford to C. H. Lyons

1165 Stanford Avenue
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
June 10, 1948

“My dear Charlton:

“Many thanks for your recent letters relative to my genealogical efforts.
We old fellows do not get many tokens of commendation especially where
our ‘hobbies’ are concerned, such as your letter expressed, but they are al-
ways gratefully received and are very soothing to our pride. We are told
that pride was the cause of the fall of Lucifer and his fellow angels, so it is
not a new essence in the makeup of God’s creatures, and therefore we should
not be held too culpable in still retaining a little of it. I have certainly en-
joyed my genealogical work. It has been a great source of pleasure to me
through these years of my retirement. Always being of an active tempera-
ment T just had to have an outlet to a naturally restless disposition, and
genealogy, in which I was always interested, came as a great solace to me.

“We have a fine lot of forebears, from those uncompromising old Puri-
tans of New England to those hot-blooded Southerners of Virginia and South
Carolina. When old Grandpa Wright came to the ‘Deep South’ and married
a girl whose progenitors had never been farther north than South Carolina,
he mingled two strains of very different elements, and we are the result—
and according to my way of thinking, not too bad a sample of good
Americanism.

“Of all our ‘first settler’ forebears I think good old Paul Grimball, of
Edisto Island, South Carolina, is the most outstanding. He held practically
every office in the colony from Acting-Governor on down. All of our female
kinfolks through him are eligible to membership in the Colonial Dames of
America, probably the most exclus\@ and ‘snooty’ organization of the patri-
otic orders. Through Grandpa Wright's father (Benjamin Wright), we are
eligible to membership in the Sons of the American Revolution. If you do
not belong to it, you should, and so should your boys. If you are interested
just let me know and I wi hat you get the proper blanks and will be
glad to fill them out for you. ‘

“In answer to your question relative to the House of Landgrave Smith,
etc., and our connection, will say that the connection is primarily through
the Wrights. Grandpa Wright’s davghter married a Stafford (my grand-
father) and that was the first link in the chain. Your great-grandmother was
her sister, and that is our connection. Sarah Robert Grimball (Grandpa
Wright's wife) was a granddaughter (paternally) of Elizabeth (Robert)
Grimball, who was a great-granddaughter of Rev. Pierre Robert, the first
Huguenot preacher in America. He came to South Carolina in 1685, from




France. Through him we are eligible to membership in the Huguenot Society
of South Carolina—a very distinguished organization.

“I compiled and published a book dealing very extensively with the
descendants of the Robert Family in Louisiana. If you are interested you
might still be able to get a copy (there were only 140 printed) from the
Pelican Publishing Company, 511 Gravier Street, New Orleans. The title of
the book is: ‘Three Pioneer Rapides Families.’

“With best wishes for you and yours, I am

Very sincerely,
(Signed) G. M. G. Stafford.”

In another letter to C. H. Lyons, dated December 7, 1955, Dr. Stafford*
made the following observation regarding Jesse Durastus Wright:

“I am not certain, nor have I any authentic data as to the reason of
Grandpa Wright coming to Louisiana. I do know that he first came to Wood-
ville, Mississippi, which had been settled since 1805, by the Grimball, Robert
and Tanner Families who emigrated there from Beaufort District, South
Carolina. In my Stafford book, I stated that Dr. Wright married Sarah
Robert Grimball, in Rapides Parish, in 1821. The date is all right but I doubt
that he was married there.

“My cousin, Mary Boyd Fleming, who is quite an authority on the
subject, says they were married in Woodville, Mississippi, and I am inclined
to agree with her.

“He finished at Yale about 1816, and that was soon after the Louisiana
Purchase when there was a great influx of immigration to that Territory from
the New England States as well as from Virginia and the Carolinas, and I
am sure the pioneer spirit of the times had more to do with his coming South
than anything else.

“I do know that he frequently made trips back to his old home in Con-
necticut up to a short time before his death. These journeys were made by
ship from New Orleans to New York. The old gentleman was not only active
in the practice of medicine in and around Cheneyville, but was extensively
engaged in farming on his plantation about a mile below Cheneyville, known
as ‘North Bend.” His tombstone and that of his wife are still standing in the
old Cheney graveyard, near Cheneyville.”

*Dr. G. M. G. Stafford died at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on February 10, 1958, age 82. He was
buried at Alexandria, Louisiana.
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FOREWORD

In preparing this genealogy, I have divided our various families into
five groups, the Lyons Group, the Wilkinson Group, the Buffington Group,
the Barras Group, and the Gosslee Group. With some exceptions, I have
omitted collateral relatives from these family groups. It was thought that
such omission would enable you to more easily follow the lines of your
direct ancestors. Collaterals which have been omitted from the family groups
are listed in Part VI, Collateral Relatives. ‘

This genealogy covers the period beginning with the earliest available
data and continues to February 15, 1965.

THE LYONS FAMILY GROUP

The first members of the Lyons Group of families to come to America
settled in four different sections of this country, namely, New England, South
Carolina, Pennsylvania and Louisiana.

All but one of the New England families came from England. The one
exception was the Daniel Grinnell family, which came from France.

The very first of our New England forebears to land in this country
were William Mullens and his wife, Alice Poretiers Mullens, their daughter,
Priscilla Mullens, and John Alden. They came over on the Mayflower
which landed at Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620. John Alden was 21,
Priscilla somewhat younger. History records that Captain Miles Standish,
who was in love with Priscilla, asked John Alden to propose to her for him.
When John did so, Priscilla replied, “John, why don’t you speak for your-
self?” John and Priscilla were later married.

Another New England ancestor was Thomas Buckingham, Jr. He was
one of the founders and fellows of Yale College.

Dr. Jesse Durastus Wright was another New England ancestor. He was
born in 1793. After graduating in medicine from Yale College, he emigrated
to Wilkinson County, Mississippi, where he married Sarah Robert Grimball.
Sarah had moved with her parents to Mississippi from South Carolina.

All but three of our South Carolina families came from France. Of the
three exceptions, two — the Roberts and the Braye families — came from
Switzerland. The third family, Calliham, came from Scotland. The Roberts
had originally lived in England, but moved to Switzerland because of religious
persecution.

One of our early South Carolina forebears was the Rev. Pierre Robert.



He had been pastor of a Waldensian Church in Switzerland. But following
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1685), he led a large group of Hugue-
nots from Europe to the friendly shores of South Carolina.

Another South Carolina ancestor was Paul Grimball. He held a number
of offices in the Colonial Government of South Carolina.

Still another South Carolina forebear was Sarah Robert Grimball, daugh-
ter of Paul Grimball, ITI, and his wife, Esther Jaudon Grimball. As previously
stated, Sarah moved with her parents to Wilkinson County, Mississippi, where
she and Doctor Jesse Durastus Wright were married. They then moved to the
Cheneyville community, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, where they lived the
remainder of their lives.

One of the children of Jesse and Sarah Wright was Julia Caroline Wright,
who married Leroy Stafford Havard, son of John Havard and his wife, Joyce
Calliham. Both the Havard and Calliham families had emigrated from South
Carolina to Wilkinson County, Mississippi, and then to Louisiana.

Among the children of Leroy and Julia Havard was Charlton Wright
Havard, grandfather of Charlton Havard Lyons. Charlton Wright Havard
married Sallic Catherine Morris of Opelousas, Louisiana. One of their chil-
dren was Joyce Bentley Havard who married Ernest John Lyons. One of their
children was Charlton Havard Lyons who married Marjorie Hall. Charlton
and Marjorie Lyons have two sons: Charlton Havard Lyons, Jr. and Hall
McCord Lyons. Charlton Havard Lyons, Jr. married Susybelle Wilkinson
and Hall McCord Lyons married Betty Sue Buffington from whom he was
divorced, later marrying Ann Barras. Charlton and Susybelle Lyons have six
children, and Hall and Betty Sue Lyons have four children. Hall and Ann
have one child. These are the eleven grandchildren for whom this family
history has been assembled.

Our Pennsylvania families consisted of the Morgan family and the
Morris family. Both of these families came from England.

The first Morgan to come to Pennsylvania was James Morgan. This
was in 1700. James was the son of an English Episcopal bishop.

-In about 1815, James Morgan, III (grandson of James Morgan) moved
from Pennsylvania to Opelousas, St. Landry Parish, Louisiana.

Among our first Morris ancestors was Levi Morris. He was a nephew
of Robert Morris, who rendered invaluable service to the Colonies in the
Revolutionary War. Levi moved to St. Landry Parish, Louisiana, in about
1824. One of Levi’s children was Jonathan Levi Morris. Jonathan married
Caroline Morgan, daughter of James Morgan, III. One of their children
was Sallie Catherine Morris, who, as already pointed out, married Charlton
Wright Havard.

One of the children of Charlton and Sallie Catherine Havard was Joyce



Bentley Havard. As previously stated, she married Ernest John Lyons, and
one of their children was Charlton Havard Lyons, who married Marjoriec Hall.

The Ernest John Lyons family lived near Abbeville, Vermilion Parish,
Louisiana. The first Lyons we have record of is John Lyons, Sr. John Lyons,
Sr. moved to Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, prior to 1800. It is not definitely
known where he lived before moving to that area. John married Nancy
Ahart. One of John’s children was Michael Lyons who married Mary Hayes.
One of their children was Aborn Lyons. He married Elizabeth Ann Reeves.
One of their children was Ernest John Lyons, husband of Joyce Bentley
Havard, and father of Charlton Havard Lyons.

According to one family legend, the Lyons were Scotch-Irish. Accord-
ing to another, the family came to Louisiana from Halifax, Nova Scotia, at
the time of the Acadian deportation in 1755. In 1907, Benjamin Lyons
executed an affidavit stating that his grandfather, John Lyons, II, had told
him when he was a boy that his great-grandfather, John Lyons, I, had to
get out of Canada because “he would not obey the rules that they wanted
him to obey.”

There were three Wisconsin families: Hall, Scally and O’Rourke. They
all came from Ireland. Michael Hall was the first member of that family to
come to America. He was born in Dublin on January 20, 1836. After com-
ing to this country, Michael married Mary Scally. They lived on a farm near
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. Michael was Sheriff of Chippewa County,
Wisconsin, a very large county at that time. One of the children of Michael
and Mary Hall was Henry P. Hall; he married Laura Ann (Laurie) O’Rourke.
Laura and her parents had emigrated from Vermont to Wisconsin. One of
the children of Henry and Laura Hall is Mary Marjorie Hall, who married
Charlton Havard Lyons.

THE WILKINSON FAMILY GROUP

The first members of the Wilkinson Group of families settled in five
different sections of the country, namely, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina,
Georgia and Louisiana.

The first Wilkinson of which we have knowledge is Colonel Joseph
Wilkinson. He was born in Virginia in 1754. Joseph married Barbara
Mackall. She was the granddaughter of Col. John Mackall who settled
in Maryland in the early 1600s. The Mackalls were well-known citizens of
Maryland.

Some of the Wilkinsons moved from Virginia to Red River Parish, Lou-
isiana. One of them was Waddy T. Wilkinson. He married Mary Ann Barbara
Curry. One of their children was John D. Wilkinson. John D. married Alice
Mai Scott, of Homer, Louisiana. John D. and Alice moved to Shreveport,




Louisiana, where he became one of the leading lawyers of that state. One
of the children of John D. and Alice Wilkinson was W. Scott Wilkinson,
father of Mrs. Charlton H. Lyons, Jr.

Alice Mai Scott was the daughter of Nelson Jackson Scott of Homer.
He served as District Judge of Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

The Scotts originally lived in Scotland. They moved from that country
to Ireland, then to South Carolina, and then to Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.

Alice Mai Scott’s mother was a Tooke. The Tookes originally lived
in North Carolina. They moved from that state to Georgia, and then to
North Louisiana.

The Williams were related to the Tookes. They also lived in North
Carolina, moving from that state to North Louisiana, via Georgia.

The Bryans were also related to the Tooke family. The Bryans were
members of the Irish nobility. They moved from Ireland, settling in North
Louisiana.

Samuel West was the first member of that family to come to this
country. He emigrated from England to South Carolina in the late 1600s.
The Wests were well-known citizens of that state.

Charles West, II, great-great-grandson of Samuel West, married Sarah
Evelyn Nephew. She was the daughter of James Nephew and Mary Magdalen
Giguilliot. The Giguilliots moved from Switzerland to South Carolina about
1685. The LeSerrurier family was related to the Giguilliots.

Charles Stuart West was the grandson of Charles West, II. Charles
Stuart West moved from South Carolina to Kentucky and then to Corsicana,
Texas. He was one of the leading citizens of that city.

Charles Stuart West married Susan Hardy, who was a daughter of
Henderson Hardy and his wife, Margaret Calpernia Greenwood of Mississippi.

The Henderson Hardys lived on a plantation in Brazos County, Texas.
Henderson Hardy was born in Mississippi.

The Greenwoods were related to the Bailey and Chappel families, both
of Virginia.

Charles and Susan West had two daughters: Susybelle West, who
married Marion Church of Dallas, Texas, and Margaret West who married
W. Scott Wilkinson of Shreveport, Louisiana. Scott and Margaret have two
children: Susybelle, who married Charlton H. Lyons, Jr., and Margaret, who
married James J. Butler from whom she is divorced. She is now married
to Colonel R. A. Wilson,

THE BUFFINGTON FAMILY GROUP

The first members of the Buffington family settled in Illinois and New
York.




Abraham Buffington emigrated from England to Ohio, and then to llli-
nois, where his son, Abraham Buffington, Jr. was born. Abraham, Jr. married
Susan Ann Pettit of Illinois. The Pettits were related to the Whitmans, who
came from the State of New York.

Abraham Buffington, Jr. moved to Kansas, where his son, Culver W.
Buffington was born. Culver married Nevva Scott. They had one daughter,
Betty Sue, who married Hall McCord Lyons. Hall and Betty are divorced.
She is now the wife of Billy Carl McKeever.

The first Scott of which we have record is John Scott, who lived in
Ohio. He married Minerva Hubbell. Their son, Winfield Scott, was born
in Ohio. In 1836, he and his mother moved to Illinois, where he married
Nancy Ann Haines, of Virginia. One of their children was George Edgar
Scott. He married Sarah Alice |Heywood of Illinois.

George and Alice Scott ha(i five children, one of whom was Nevva Scott
who married Culver W. Buffing?on.

The Heywood family was related to the Wrigley family. The Heywoods
originally lived in England. Inrthe middle of the 1800s they emigrated to
this country, settling in Illinois. |

The Wrigley family also came from England. They settled in Illinois.
This was about 1830.

THE BARRAS FAMILY GROUP

The Barras and Hebert Families are long time residents of South Lou-
isiana. The Barras settled in and around Houma, Louisiana, and Loreauville,
Louisiana. Aramis Barras and|Cora Breaux, his wife, lived in Loreauville,
Louisiana, where Herbert Paul Barras, one of their eight children, was born.
Herbert Paul married Georgette LeBourgeois, who died and he later married
Hazel Marie Hebert, daughter |of Charles and Aline Hebert. Herbert Paul
and Hazel Marie Barras have three children, one of whom is Ann Barras,
who married Hall McCord Lyons.

The Charles Heberts reside in Charenton, Louisiana. They have eight
children, one of whom is Hazel Marie Hebert, who married Herbert Paul
Barras.




NOTE

See pocket inside back cover for charts showing
the lines of descent for the various families.
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PART ONE

THE LYONS FAMILY GROUP

The Lyons Family Group is divided into the following Chapters:
I. New England Families
II.  South Carolina Families
III. Pennsylvania Families
IV. The Lyons Family
V. The Hall Family
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CHAPTER |

NEW ENGLAND FAMILIES

The New England Families are:

Approximate

Country of Year Came to
No. Name Origin America
(D Hand England 1635
2) Dudley England 1639
3) Whittlesey England 1650
4) Bliss England 1635
&) Griswold, George England 1639
) Tracy England 1639
(6) Griswold, John England ?
7 Clark England 1630
(8) Pratt England 1632
&) Hosmer England 1632
(10) Buckingham England 1637
(1D Kirtland England 1637
(12) Waddell England ? ?
(13) Mullens England 1620
(14 Alden England 1620
(15) Peabody England 1636
(16) Treat England ? ?
a7 Webster England ? Prior to 1656
(18) Mygatt England 1633
19 Bull England Prior to 1636
(20) Grinnell France 1630
21 Chapman England 1635
(22) Wright England Prior to 1645

THE HAND FAMILY @

JOHN HAND, in 1635, left Maidstone, Kent County, England, with
his father and other Englishmen for the New World. John first settled in
Lynn, Massachusetts. In 1644, he purchased a tract of land on Long Island
from the Indians, naming it South Hampton. In 1649 he became one of the
proprictors of the Commonwealth of East Hampton. John Hand married
Alice Stanborough, a sister of Josiah Stanborough, who came to Lynn, Massa-
chusetts, in 1639. John Hand died in January, 1660, at East Hampton, L. L.
Among the nine children born of this marriage was Joseph Hand.

Page 3




JOSEPH HAND, born about 1640. He was reared in East Hampton,
moving to Guilford, Connecticut, prior to 1670. In 1664, Joseph Hand
married Jane Wright, daughter of Benjamin Wright, one of the first settlers
of Guilford. She was born in England. Joseph Hand built and owned ships.
In 1720, he was a deputy to the General Assembly. He died in East Guilford
in January, 1724, age 85. His widow died in December of the same year.
Nine children was born of this marriage, the sixth of whom was Elizabeth
Hand.

ELIZABETH HAND, born March 12, 1677, at Guilford, Connecticut.
On April 5, 1705, she married her first cousin, Benjamin Wright, II, son of
James Wright and Hannah Walstone. Benjamin Wright and his wife, Eliza-
beth, moved to Saybrook, Connecticut, where they spent the remainder of
their lives. The dates of their deaths are unknown.

The Hand family thus merges into the Wright family.

THE DUDLEY FAMILY ®

No name in English history is more illustrious than that of Dudley. In
about 1385, Sir John DeSutton married Margaretta De Somerie, sister and
co-heir of John De Somerie, the first Baron of Dudley. John Dudley had
taken the name “Dudley” from the Castle of Dudley, which was built in
Staffordshire in A.D. 700, by Dudo, a Saxon. The children of Sir John
and Margaretta also assumed the name “Dudley;” thence followed a long
line of distinguished Knights, one of whom was John Dudley.

JOHN DUDLEY, born in 1502, was Earl of Warwick and Duke of
Northumberland. In 1527, he married Jane Guilford, daughter of Sir Edward
Guilford. Henry VIII named John as one of the guardians of Edward VI,
his minor son. After Edward VI succeeded to the crown, John persuaded
the young King to declare Lady Jane Grey, a niece of Henry VIII, his suc-
cessor instead of Princess Mary, his sister. John had previously arranged a
marriage between his son, Lord Guilford Dudley and Lady Jane Grey as a
part of the plot to change the succession of the crown from the Tudors to the
Dudleys. After the death of Edward VI, this innocent young girl reigned as
Queen for nine days, and was then deposed by Princess Mary, daughter of
Henry VIII. This coup d’etat resulted in the beheading of the Duke of
Northumberland, his son, Lord Guilford Dudley, and Lady Jane Grey.

ROBERT DUDLEY, the next distinguished member of this illustrious
family, a son of the Duke of Northumberland, was Earl of Leicester. Robert
became famous as the favorite of Queen Elizabeth and as the hero in Scott’s
novel, “Kenilworth.” Robert married Lady Douglass Sheffield. One of their
children was Sir Robert Dudley. It is thought that Sir Robert was the father
of William Dudley.
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CHAPTER 1

THE BARRAS FAMILY®?

ARAMIS BARRAS was born in Houma, Louisiana, on February 2,
1857. He married Cora Breaux on January 28, 1886. Aramis died in October,
1930. Cora Breaux was born in 1864 and died in December, 1922. Eight
children were born of the marriage of Aramis and Cora Barras:
1. Nelidolph Barras, born November 15, 1886. He married Jennie
Debuse. Nelidolph died October 17, 1918.

2. Wade Barras, born July 7, 1888. He married Laurence Prosper.

3. Argus Barras, born December 15, 1889. He married Hattie Lancon.
Argus died in 1956.

4. Aline Barras, born June 1, 1891. She married Alphonse Lancon.

5. HERBERT PAUL BARRAS, born October 18, 1894. He married
Hazel Marie Hebert.

6. Stanley Barras, born July 4, 1896. He married Frankie Holliman.

7. Lee Barras, born August 18, 1898. He married Alice Armstrong.

8. Sidney Barras, born May 5, 1901. He married Rena Romero.

HERBERT PAUL BARRAS was born in Loreauville, Louisiana, on
October 18, 1894. In 1917, he married Georgette LeBourgeois and of this
marriage, two children were born:

1. Amiee Barras, born September 12, 1918. She married Randolph

H. Parro.
2. Cecilia Rose Barras, born August 23, 1921. She married Thomas
Paul Wilson.

After the death of Georgette Barras, Herbert Barras married Hazel
Marie Hebert, daughter of Charles and Aline Tabb Hebert. They were
married on February 27, 1933.

A formal education beyond the third grade was denied Herbert but
this did not take from him his natural talent as a deep thinker or his ability
to create a workable machine from an idea. For many years, Herbert was
a cane farmer and as such he learned the problems involved in cane growing,
and his creative talents went to work and he built a one-man cane loader.
This machine proved very efficient. In 1921, he secured a patent on this
machine. Since that time, Herbert has obtained many successful patents, in-
cluding patents on a cane piler, drain cleaner, V-ditch digger and dirt throw-
er. His cane piler is used as far away as the Philippines.

Herbert Barras has a great sense of humor and loves to tell stories. An
engineer came from Washington, D. C., to witness one of Herbert’s machines
in operation. After watching the efficient manner in which the machine
functioned, he asked Herbert where he had received his engineering degree.
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